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The Lifeline: Children’s Special

Health Care Services
MICHIGAN’'S BLUEPRINT FOR HEALTHY FAMILIES

A state-wide program within the Michigan Department of Health and Human
Services, Children’s Special Health Care Services (CSHCS) provides services for 66,754
children and some adults with chronic medical conditions and special health care
needs and costs. CSHCS covers more than 2,700 medical diagnoses and conditions.
Eligibility determination is made by CSHCS physicians.

enrollees
during FY25

How Does It Work?

The program works as secondary coverage to help cover the cost of the child’s medical care. The
family’s primary insurance — such as employer insurance or Medicaid—pays first and then CSHCS
picks-up the co-pays, deductible, and out-of-pocket costs related to the qualifying diagnosis.

Who Can Enroll?

CSHCS covers children from birth to age 26 with one or more qualifying diagnoses. These diagnoses
can be life-limiting and most require specialty medical care and supports. Individuals with
hemophilia, cystic fibrosis or sickle cell anemia may be eligible to remain on CSHCS as adults.
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What Is the Cost?
There is a yearly fee to join CSHCS. The fee is determined on a scale based upon family income and
family size, but in certain cases — for foster children or kids already on Medicaid — the fee is waived.
For almost all current enrollees, the annual fee is significantly less than what the cost of healthcare
would be without CSHCS. CSHCS doesn’t help cover all medical costs, only the costs related to the
child’s qualifying diagnosis. The program will not pay for visits to the primary care physician or any
other unrelated medical costs.

CSHCS Enrollees

Enrollees have support through the Family Center for Children and Youth with Special Health Care

Needs, which helps shape CSHCS policies and helps families navigate the CSHCS system. Families

also receive care coordination for community services from their local public health department.

Opportunities for Action .
EP Top Diagnoses

Ensure reimbursement for care coordination

Hearing Loss Asthma
Establish a respite benefit for families é Diabetes Sleep Apnea
Provide loan repayment and other tools to help Epilepsy Cerebral Palsy

recruit pediatric specialists
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